Laverne F. Orwoll

o G S

September 12, T83bruary 21, 2018

There’s a man we meet in the Bible nicknamed Barnabas. It’s quite

possible that even life-long churchgoers haven’'t heard of him. Though

his story is scattered all throughout the book of Acts, he tends to fall
into the background. He had many admirable traits. When we’re first introduced to him,
we learn that he sold some land that belonged to him, and gave all the money to the early
church. Barnabas was a generous man, a follower of Jesus, a teacher, and he enjoyed a

good argument.

In many ways, Laverne Orwoll reminded me of Barnabas. She embodied generosity, had a
deep faith in Jesus, was a teacher by training, and on at least one occasion, was known to
have said, “one of the great joys of life is arguing.” | suspect many of us watched her do

just that with a smile on her face.

But there’s more. Perhaps the most notable and well-known trait of Barnabas was that he
would seek others out to assist and encourage them. Barnabas’ helpful nature was not
lost among his colleagues. In fact, it was the other apostles who gave him the nickname
Barnabas, because it means ‘son of encouragement.” We could easily give Laverne a
similar nickname. Jesus calls us to encourage and build up one another. Laverne took that

call to heart.

One of the most memorable days of Laverne’s youth was her confirmation Sunday. The
pastor of St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church assigned to Laverne her confirmation
Bible verse - Psalm 27:1. “The Lord is my light and my salvation; who shall | fear? The Lord
is the strength of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?” As each child was blessed, a church
bell rang. When hands were laid on Laverne, she felt a powerful force. A couple of years
ago, after attending one of Zumbro’s confirmation services, Laverne recalled her own
special day while talking to Vikki. “If ever there was a moment when | felt God reach down

from heaven and touch me,” Laverne said, “that was it.”



After graduating from high school as co-valedictorian, Laverne moved to MN to begin her
college career at Carleton College. One day she showed up for a meeting at a friend’s
house. Little did she know it at first, but she had caught the eye of a young man named
Gregg Orwoll. Greg watched her arrival that day, and was smitten from the very
beginning. After dating for a couple years, the two were married three days after Laverne

celebrated her 20th birthday.

Up until the very end of his life, Laverne continued to catch Gregg’s eye. “Isn’t your mom
beautiful?” he’d often say. Laverne and Gregg shared a deep love for one another that
sustained them through 61 years of marriage. They loved to travel and spend time
together. They found great joy in raising and growing a family together. Throughout their
shared lifetime, Gregg led a very successful career as a lawyer. Well you know what they
say, “Behind every great man...” Laverne was Gregg’s greatest cheerleader. She was a
strong supporter of his work and a great advocate for him. Jesus calls us to encourage

and build up one another. Laverne took that call to heart.

It wasn’t too long after Laverne’s graduation from the University of Minnesota, that the
Orwoll family started growing. Kim came along first, followed shortly thereafter by Kent,
Vikki, Tristen, and Erik. Laverne fondly recalled her own childhood. She remembers
watching as her mother would sit by the front window of their house, praying for her
whole family as everyone would leave for the day. Perhaps it was these moments that

taught Laverne how to be such a supportive mother.

While Laverne worried about her children all of the time, she didn’t let that hold her back
from encouraging them to do whatever it was they wanted to. When the kids were
young, Laverne let them be creative, regardless of the mess it might leave throughout the
house. She had a way of making the Orwoll children believe that they could do anything
they tried. If they were struggling, she found a way to step in and help, without taking the
task over and doing it for any of them. Simply put, what the kids were interested in,
Laverne was interested in ... even if this meant taking her teenage sons to a Beatles

concert, or supporting their love of creating fireworks.



Laverne had a great love for each of her grandchildren. She beamed while she talked
about them. As the family continues to find treasures throughout the Orwoll home and

cabin, it’s quite obvious that Laverne held near and dear the gifts and memories of her



