P August 26, 2018
W/

|
ZUMBRO

LUTHERAN CHURCH
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PSALM 145 NLT

1 will exalt you, my God and King, and praise your name forever and ever. 2 will
praise you every day; ves, | will praise you forever. sGreat is the LORD! He is most
worthy of praise! No one can measure his greatness.

iLet each generation tell its children of your mighty acts; let them proclaim your
power. sl will meditate on your majestic, glorious splendor and your wonderful
miracles. ¢Your awe-inspiring deeds will be on every tongue; | will proclaim your
greatness. 'Everyone will share the story of your wonderful goodness; they will sing
with joy about your righteousness.

*The LORD is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing
love. °The LORD is good to everyone. He showers compassion on all his creation.

*All of your works will thank you, LORD, and your faithful followers will praise you.
"They will speak of the glory of your kingdom; they will give examples of your power.
=They will tell about your mighty deeds and about the majesty and glory of your
reign. *For your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. You rule throughout all
generations. The LORD always keeps his promises; he is gracious in all he does.

“The LORD helps the fallen and lifts those bent beneath their loads. *The eyes of all
look to you in hope; you give them their food as they need it. ®When you open
your hand, you satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living thing.

"The LORD is righteous in everything he does; he is filled with kindness. *The LORD is
close to all who call on him, yes, to all who call on him in truth. ®*He grants the desires
of those who fear him; he hears their cries for help and rescues them. *The LORD
protects all those who love him, but he destroys the wicked.

21 will praise the LORD, and may everyone on earth bless his holy name forever and
ever.

Earlier this summer, | was talking with a group of our Dinka boys after
worship on a Sunday afternoon. As | walked up to the table to talk with
them they said, “Hey Pastor, who’s the greatest basketball player who ever

played - Lebron James or Michael Jordan?” I’ve been around our Dinka kids



enough to know that this was beyond a serious question. These kids live for
basketball. And they probably should since most South Sudanese ten-year-

olds are taller than me.

I’'ll be honest, | don’t know a lot about basketball, but | know enough about
the two players and | knew that most of this group were Lebron fans. So, |
picked Michael Jordan. There was an outcry at his name. We went back and
forth for a few minutes debating the merits of each player, not really
conceding anything. Finally, | looked down at one of the kids who was
adamant that Lebron was the greatest and pointed to his shoes - Air
Jordan’s. | reminded him that Michael Jordan hasn’t played professional
basketball for almost 20 years, and yet all these years later, he’s wearing
Jordan’s shoes. The kid shrugged, and said, “Yeah, but Lebron’s still the

greatest!”

| appreciated his confidence and conviction. He saw what Lebron did on the
court, and he had every reason to believe. He didn’t waiver and he was

compelled to tell others about it.

There’s no debate about who is the greatest when it comes to this psalm,
and this time it isn’t Lebron or Michael. Hands down, it’'s God. God gets the
praise for creation, for God’s mighty acts of redemption and for the ways
God provides for all living things. God should also get the praise for the
athletic abilities of our sports heroes, too. But the praise extends far beyond
individual achievements. God is the one who is merciful and compassionate
when we are burdened by life. God is the one who everyone lifts their eyes
to in hope. The psalmist heaps praise on God for being both good and
great. Good in the way God shows love and kindness, and great for the

power and majesty that exceeds human comprehension.



The string of phrases and images that move us through God’s goodness
and greatness are almost too much to take in in this psalm. It’s as though
we’re watching a NASCAR race up close. We can hear the engines whizzing
by, but the details of what we see are all a blur, leaving us to imagine for

ourselves what God’s goodness and greatness looks like for us today.

That’s what’s so beautiful about the Psalms, and why we preach through
them from time to time. The songs and poetry of the psalms invite us to
wonder - to look at our lives and God in fresh ways so we find words for

the amazing things God continues to do.

Parker Palmer and Tom Vander Ark once wrote that “...poetry [including the
Psalms] has the capacity to empower us when all other forces (finance,
policy, governance, and other sources of power) - fail. Far from being a
mere grace note in a sometimes-heartless world, poetry can contribute...to
personal and social transformation by helping us remember what it means
to be human, by giving us courage to walk with a heart, and by inspiring us

to take collective action toward meaningful social change.”

This kind of transformative, poetic praise is so desperately needed today.
Too often we are overcome by the tragedies that are more numerous to
count in the endless cycle of constantly-plugged-in-news. We struggle with
fear of not measuring up, or failing to always be our best; when being the
best isn’t always possible. We are run ragged by the constant crisis our
political system seems to be in and occupied by worry that the bottom wiill
drop out of our economy or that the next crisis will lead to the end of the
US as we know it. There’s nothing good or great about living this way. The
psalms, and particularly this psalm, offer us a different instruction for life. As
poet Mary Oliver puts it, “Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it.” | think
that last part is the key - tell about it.



As God’s people we are called to tell others what we trust through our faith

in Jesus Christ; because this God of ours is too great to keep for ourselves.

This psalm is steeped in images of everyone sharing the story of God’s
goodness, of all eyes looking to God in hope, in all creation praising God.
The psalmist casts a united vision of every living being casting they
attention to our Almighty and Merciful God. In verse 4, the psalmist prays
to God, that each generation would tell their children of God’s mighty acts.
This prayer is close to my heart. For almost twenty years, | have been
convinced that kids’ faith grows deepest within family - no matter how a
family is comprised - and then supported and encouraged by the church.
For a long time, the church in the US has placed most of the emphasis on
getting kids to Sunday School as the primary way of faith formation - and
the church has complied. We’ve professionalized faith and marginalized the

importance parents’ and other caring adults’ faith has for our children.

But we all know, children do what their parents do; at least at first. When
our children see that God is important in our lives, it takes root in their lives
too. Is it a given that our kids will grow in faith if we do this, of course not?
But they will be more likely to develop their own relationship with God.
Your children and your grandchildren need to hear how you speak of faith,
even more than they need to know how | do. When you share with the next
generation what you believe about God, your faith is stretched, and God’s
kingdom of compassion and grace grows a little more. What we show and

tell our children matters.

When | was in college, | traveled to Norway to study the different patterns
of faith life between Lutherans in the state-church, led by clergy and those

in prayer-houses, where leadership was shared within the community. The



difference was striking. In 1999, we sat in huge cathedrals with a handful of
people in worship. Everything about the experience was flat. People
mumbled the words of the liturgy. No one sang the hymns. There was no
Spirit. Nothing inspired praise. And at the end of the service everyone

walked out without a word to our large group of college student visitors.

Later that same week we went up the coast to a small town where we met
a group of people who were part of the prayer-house movement. The
experience couldn’t have been any different. We met at a community hall
called the Norwegian Mariners Mission. The people had a light and energy in
them that felt faithful and authentic. The way they spoke and interacted
gave the impression that they believed deep down that God was as great
as the psalms say God is. Their faith was palpable, without being
overbearing. We sang and shared a meal. We worshiped and offered
blessing for one another. It felt like Christ was close and that we had

encountered something living and holy in one another.

This fall, we are expanding family-based faith practices that we call
Milestones to help adults and kids experience faith in new ways. Some of
these milestones will not be just for parents and kids; others will also be
invited to share their wisdom and experience of faith. My hope is that our
practice together will encourage us to “ponder anew what the Almighty can
do” and strengthen us to see that God’s deeds of power transform our lives

and the world.

As one of your pastors, there is nothing more | hope for than for you and
your children to feel the closeness of God, the nearness of grace, and the
love of Christ in your lives, and there’s nothing God wants more for you

either. God is as great and good as the psalm tells us God is, which is why

God is too great to keep to ourselves. Amen.



