FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 23, 2018
8:30am

Expect to Change Course When Following God

Welcome to Zumbro Lutheran Church!
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SUNDAY, DEC. 23, 2018
Our current sermon series is

“The Blessing of Disruption”
We complete our sermon series for Sundays in Advent, The Blessing of Disruption. The
season of Advent is an acknowledgment that disruption can lead to great blessing. Angels
and prophets announce the coming of a savior, and a poor, young couple’s life is turned
upside down by the Messiah’s arrival into their own family. This month we have used biblical
story telling to illustrate the ways the arrival of Jesus oﬀers blessing through disruption and
continues to change human history.
Story Time +PLUS+ is oﬀered during the sermon for children three years old to ﬁfth grade.
They return to the sanctuary during the hymn following the sermon.
Young children are always welcome in worship. There are activity bags on a stand in the
hallway, and if needed, our nursery welcomes children ages four and under. Ask an usher
for directions.
Please silence your phones at the start of worship.
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

JOSEPH DEAREST, JOSEPH MINE

ARR. B. WAYNE BISBEE

PATTY PELLIKKA, FLUTE

As you prepare your heart for worship during the prelude, you are invited to pray:
Loving God, Christ is coming soon. Make room in my heart for him to lead me. Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

ALL EARTH IS HOPEFUL

L: God of blessing, we are distracted by many things and struggle to see the hope you
oﬀer.
C: Forgive us when we think we are better oﬀ on our own and ignore the signs of your
love.
L: Help us to hear the message of the angels and the prophets, as they call us to wait in
hope for you.
C: Give us eyes to see the ways you disrupt our lives with blessings.
silence for reﬂection

L: Renew us in this season of hope as we wait for the Messiah to come.
please stand and face the cross as it enters the sanctuary

HYMN 257

stanzas 1-4

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

you may be seated
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GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

L: God of new life,
C: We have waited for a long time, for your hope, for your joy, for your love to come
into our all too distracted lives. Yet we hesitate to conform our lives to your will.
Give us courage, like Joseph, to change course when you call, and faith that you are
with us when we do not know what the future holds, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
please stand as you are able
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WORD
SCRIPTURE SONG

CANTICLE OF THE TURNING
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HOLY GOSPEL

MATTHEW 1:18-25 NRSV

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child
19
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose
20
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to
do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
21
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
22
from their sins.” All this took place to fulﬁll what had been spoken by the Lord through
23
the prophet: ”Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
24
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as
25
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
L: The Gospel of Our Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
you may be seated

STORY TIME
ANTHEM

JANETTE REEVES

JOSEPH DEAREST, JOSEPH MINE

ARR. JAMES

KIRBY

ZUMBRO LUTHERAN CHOIR
"Joseph dearest, Joseph mine, help me rock the Child divine;
God reward thee and all that's thine in paradise," so prays the mother Mary.
"Gladly, dear one, lady mine, I will rock this child of thine;
Heav'nly light on us shall shine in paradise, as prays the mother Mary."
Sweet and lovely little one, princely, beauteous God's own Son,
without thee were we all undone: Our love is won by thine, O Son of Mary.
Heav'nly Child, thou Lord of all, meanly housed in ox's stall,
Free our souls in Satan's thrall: on thee we call, thou blessed Son of Mary.

SERMON
HYMN 295

stanzas 1-4

EXPECT TO CHANGE COURSE
WHEN FOLLOWING GOD

PASTOR JASON BRYAN-WEGNER

OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
WILLIAM JAMES MARTENSON, SON OF MARIA BACHMAN AND JIMMY MARTENSON

L: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one
body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for
the life of the world.

Maria and Jimmy, do you desire to have William baptized into Christ?
Parents: We do.
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continued on next page

L: As you bring him to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with him among God’s people, bring him to the word of God and the holy
supper, teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in
his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer. Do you promise to
help William grow in the Christian faith and life?
Parents: We do.
L: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture William in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God’s spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?
Sponsors: We do.
L: People of God, do you promise to support William and pray for him in his new life in
Christ?
C: We do.
please stand as you are able

L: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
L: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was cruciﬁed,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
L: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
L: Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen.
you may be seated

L: William James, you are baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
C: (sing) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
L: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to
eternal life. Sustain William with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
C: Amen.

continued on next page

7

L: William James, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.”
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to
all the world.

THANKSGIVING
please pass the Connection Pad in the pew

OFFERING

Want to support our ministries through an online gift? Send a text to 73256 and write Zumbro in the message line.
Follow the return link.

Your giving makes a diﬀerence. Thank you.

THE FATHER’S LOVE

12TH CENT. PLAINSONG/15TH CENT. GERMAN,
ZUMBRO LUTHERAN CHOIR
ARR. WILLIAM ROGER PRICE
Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,
Evermore and evermore.
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung.
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung.
It came, a ﬂow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.
This ﬂower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness ﬁlls the air.
Dispels with glorious splendor, the darkness everywhere.
True man but very God, from sin and death he saves us,
And lightens every load.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of
creation.
after each petition the congregation responds:

L: Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
L: Conﬁdent that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and
those that are unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
please stand as you are able

BENEDICTION

L: May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and for
all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus. Almighty God,
Father, + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

HYMN 267

JOY TO THE WORLD

stanzas 1, 2, 4

please turn and face the cross as it exits the sanctuary

SENDING
L: Our journey of faith leads us
C: to build bridges of understanding and peace, to reach out with compassion, and to
share the hope of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO EARTH I COME

ARR. WILBUR HELD

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY

PROCLAIMER-Jason Bryan-Wegner; WORSHIP LEADERS-Shelley Cunningham, Lisa Kipp; LECTOR-Ruth
Stoeckel; ORGANIST-Kristy Giere; INSTRUMENTAL-Patty Pellikka, ﬂute; SINGING-Zumbro Lutheran Choir, Bob
Giere, director; GREETERS-Maggie Bartels, Alice Benedett; USHERS-Bruce Horazdovsky, Karen and Jeﬀ Lansing,
Kathy Lawrence, Jim Martenson, Luanne Wussow

Portions of the liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23803. New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. “All Earth is Hopeful.” Words: Madeleine Forell Marshall,
©1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Music (Toda la Tierra): Alberto Taulé, ©1993 OCP Publications. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-710931. All rights reserved. “Canticle of the Turning.” Words and music: Rory Cooney, ©1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-710931. All rights reserved. “Angels We Have Heard on High.” Words and music: Public Domain. “Joseph
Dearest, Joseph Mine.” Music: James Kirkby. ©St. James Music Press, 2014. – www.sjmp.com. Used by permission. “The Father’s Love.” ©St. James
Music Press, 2010 – www.sjmp.com. Used by permission.
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“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Music: Public Domain. Words: ©1997 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A710913. All rights reserved. “Of the Father’s Love Begotten.” Words and music: Public Domain. “Joy to the World.” Words and music: Public Domain. “Infant
Holy, Infant Lowly.” Words and music: Public Domain.
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Our journey of faith leads us to build bridges of understanding and
peace, to reach out with compassion, and to share the hope of Jesus.
(507) 288-2649 | www.zumbrolutheran.org
624 Third Ave. SW | Rochester, MN 55902
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