First Sunday of Christmas
January 3, 2021
8:30am

Welcome to Zumbro Lutheran Church!
From now until summer we will be following the Narrative Lectionary, developed by
professors at Luther Seminary. The vast majority of this time will be spent in the Gospel of
Luke. Luke has a distinctive feel to it that Jesus really has come for everyone. The flow of the
gospel sweeps up all kinds of people into God’s mercy and grace. In order for people to
experience this grace, Jesus will flex our expectations of what it means to be a disciple.
Jesus started flexing people’s expectations early in life. In today’s reading, Mary and Joseph
find Jesus sitting among the Temple’s religious teachers. These teachers are surprised by his
wisdom. Mary and Joseph are surprised by his righteous defiance. Perhaps this year, Jesus
will be trying to flex our expectations of him too. As we dig into the Gospel of Luke you are
invited to get caught up in what Jesus is doing in our lives, and be surprised by the grace and
wisdom he offers.

PRELUDE

IMPRESSION ON “WE THREE KINGS”

ALFRED V. FEDAK

KRISTY GIERE, ORGAN

‘TWAS IN THE MOON OF WINTERTIME
HANDBELL QUARTET WITH PIANO

ARR. ANNE KRENTZ ORGAN

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us,
who covers us with justice and mercy.
C: Amen.
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: God of goodness and lovingkindness,
C: we confess that we have sinned against you
and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
those we know and those known only to you,
for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
L: Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,
but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
C: Amen.
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SONG

COLD DECEMBER FLIES AWAY

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

3

HYMN OF PRAISE

ARISE, YOUR LIGHT HAS COME

Arise, your light has come!
The Spirit's call obey;
show forth the glory of your God
which shines on you today.
Arise, your light has come!
Fling wide the prison door;
proclaim the captive's liberty,
good tidings to the poor.
Arise, your light has come!
All you in sorrow born,
bind up the brokenhearted ones
and comfort those who mourn.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: God of grace and mercy,
C: When Jesus was a boy, he stayed in the temple to learn from the elders, and yet it
was the elders who learned from him. Teach us, Lord, as you have taught others.
When we think you have wandered off, help us find your wisdom and grace again.
Amen.

HOLY GOSPEL
41

LUKE 2:41-52 NRSV

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival
was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his
parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a
day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When
they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days
they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him,
"Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for
you in great anxiety." 49He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not
know that I must be in my Father's house?" 50But they did not understand what he said to
them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them.
His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in
years, and in divine and human favor.
L: The Gospel of the Lord,
C: Thanks be to God.
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LITANY OF PRAISE

BRIAN WREN

L: Jesus of Nazareth, born among us, we remember with gratitude the parents who
raised you, the traditions that formed you, and the faith in which you lived and died;
C: Youthful Jesus, we praise you.
L: Going with your family to Jerusalem, standing in the Temple courtyard, hearing the
chanting of psalms, smelling the smoke of sacriﬁce;
C: Youthful Jesus, we praise you.
L: Schooled in the practice of your faith, knowing from an early age that God is Holy,
Unique, and One, and that you belonged by birth to God’s own chosen people;
C: Youthful Jesus, we praise you.
L: Puzzling your anxious parents by speaking of God’s holy Temple as your Father’s
house, and honoring your father and mother by accepting their loving authority as
your grew in wisdom and years;
C: Youthful Jesus, we praise you.

STORYTIME

SERMON

JANETTE REEVES

FINDING THE JESUS WE THOUGHT WE LOST

SOLO

THAT BOY-CHILD OF MARY

PASTOR JASON BRYAN-WEGNER

TOM COLVIN

PAM HAMMOND, SOLOIST

Refrain

That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable,
a manger his cradle in Bethlehem.
What shall we call him, child of the manger?
What name is given in Bethlehem? Refrain
His name is Jesus, God ever with us,
God given for us in Bethlehem. Refrain
How can he save us, how can he help us,
born here among us in Bethlehem? Refrain
Gift of the Father, to human mother,
makes him our brother in Bethlehem. Refrain
One with the Father, he is our Savior,
heaven-sent helper in Bethlehem. Refrain
Gladly we praise him, love and adore him,
give ourselves to him in Bethlehem. Refrain
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
After each petition the congregation responds:

L: Hear us, O God,
C: Your mercy is great.
L: God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE

Those with smart phones are encouraged to text a message of peace to someone in your life.

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE

WE THREE KINGS

ARR. DANIEL KELLEY

COREY HENKE, HORN; SUSAN HENKE, PIANO

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO SHARE THE MEAL
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L: We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very self
with the body and blood of Christ. Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim
your promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

BLESSING
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L: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the
angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you
this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.
C: Amen.

HYMN

LET OUR GLADNESS HAVE NO END

SENDING

L: People of Zumbro, what is our mission?
C: Our journey of faith leads us to build bridges of understanding and peace, to reach
out with compassion, and to share the hope of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO EARTH I COME

ARR. WILBUR HELD

KRISTY GIERE, ORGAN

MATT HAFER’S CONTACT INFORMATION:
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Lutheran Theological Seminary
50 To Fung Shan Road
Shatin, N.T.
Hong Kong
Blog: hafarm.wordpress.com
Email: matthafar@gmail.com

PRAYERS FOR HEALING:
Marion Alborn

Liam Kiefer

Betty Kraayenbrink

Cathy Rehfeldt

SYMPATHY TO:

Ann Hoven on the death of her husband, Duane.

Jeff Davis on the death of his wife, June.

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY

PROCLAIMER-Pastor Jason Bryan-Wegner; WORSHIP ASSISTANT-Pastor Vern Christopherson;
LECTOR-Ruth Stoeckel; STORYTIME-Janette Reeves; ORGANIST-Kristy Giere; SINGING-Pam Hammond;
SONGLEADERS-Pam Hammond, Janette Reeves; INSTRUMENTAL-Corey Henke, horn; Susan Henke, piano;
HANDBELL QUARTET-Paul Bye, Stacy Freimuth, Andy Larson, Christine Williams; Kristy Giere, piano

Portions of the liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons.com. ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #23803. New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. “Cold December Flies Away.” Music: Public Domain. Words: Howard Hawhee,
©1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-710913. All rights reserved. “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” Words:
Ruth Duck, ©1992 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-710913. All rights reserved. “That Boy-Child of Mary.” Words and
music: Tom Colvin, ©1969 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-710913. All rights reserved. “Let Our Gladness Have
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Our journey of faith leads us to build bridges of understanding and peace
to reach out with compassion, and to share the hope of Jesus.
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