First Sunday of Lent
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Welcome to Zumbro Lutheran Church
Luke is generally referred to as the most universal gospel. Throughout Jesus’ ministry in
Galilee and also on the way to Jerusalem, he makes room for a wide assortment of people.
There is room for Gentiles and Jews, Pharisees and tax collectors, women and men, and a lot
of other people too. That means there is room for you!
In this week’s gospel, Jesus makes room for the messiness of human life. Religious rules that
excluded and silenced certain children of God, human brokenness, fear, name calling, and
power plays all filled the dining room where Jesus was having dinner with some Pharisees.
And yet , in the middle of it all a woman shows up, named “sinful” by the world. She
extravagantly anoints Jesus with her tears, touch, and the most costly perfume. She sees
Jesus for who he is: The one who can make all that is broken whole. And Jesus sees her for
all she is: a woman of deep faith and love.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MY SOUL PROCLAIMS
ENSEMBLE MUSICIANS

AARON DAVID MILLER

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
C: Amen.
L: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.
silence for reflection and self-examination

L: Fountain of living water,
C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what
we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make
us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the
world you so love. Amen.
L: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
C: Amen.

HYMN

AMAZING GRACE, HOW SWEET THE SOUND
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.
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GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: God who sees us,
C: you show up in the messiness of life with grace, love, and forgiveness over and over
again. Give us those same eyes to see all your children, so that all people can
experience your peace and promise of an abundant life. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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PSALMODY
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PSALM 139

AARON DAVID MILLER
PSALM 139:1-12 adapt. A. D. M

HOLY GOSPEL

LUKE 7:36-50 NRSV

36

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house
and took his place at the table. 37And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having
learned that he was eating in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment.
38
She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears
and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with
the ointment. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, "If
this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who
is touching him — that she is a sinner." 40Jesus spoke up and said to him, "Simon, I have
something to say to you." "Teacher," he replied, "speak." 41A certain creditor had two
debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42When they could not pay, he
canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?" 43Simon
answered, "I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt." And Jesus said to
him, "You have judged rightly." 44Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, "Do
you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has
bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but
from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not anoint my head
with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which
were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom
little is forgiven, loves little." 48Then he said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 49But those
who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even
forgives sins?" 50And he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."
L: The Gospel of the Lord,
C: Thanks be to God.

STORYTIME

SERMON

PASTOR SHELLEY CUNNINGHAM

MAKING ROOM WHEN WE’VE MESSED UP

JEN GRUENDLER
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HYMN
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MY SOUL PROCLAIMS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE

HYMN OF LIGHT

AARON DAVID MILLER

ENSEMBLE MUSICIANS

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

L: Lord, remember us when you come into your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
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LAMB OF GOD

AARON DAVID MILLER

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake
of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love
that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

BLESSING

L: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as
holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
C: Amen.
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HYMN

SOFTLY AND TENDERLY JESUS IS CALLING
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.
Refrain "Come home, (Come home,)

come home! (come home!)
You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home!"

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading,
pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
mercies for you and for me? Refrain
Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised,
promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me. Refrain

SENDING
L: People of Zumbro, what is our mission?
C: Our journey of faith leads us to build bridges of understanding and peace, to reach
out with compassion, and to share the hope of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE

KARL OSTERLAND

RALPH SCHORNACK, ORGAN
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING:
Mary Ann Anderson
Andrea Nei

Gordon Christianson
Cindy Rolfing

Dave Dunn
Kristy Giere
Howard Wood

SYMPATHY TO:

The family of Penny Oas
Andrea Nei on the death of her grandfather Earl Koch and cousin Case Clare
Dave Dunn on the death of his sister Pat

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY

PROCLAIMER-Jen Gruendler; WORSHIP ASSISTANT-Pastor Jason Bryan-Wegner; LECTOR-Kathy Morton;
STORYTIME-Pastor Shelley Cunningham; ORGAN AND PIANO-Ralph Schornack; GUITAR-Bob Giere;
FLUTE-Ruth Monson; OBOE-Andrea Robertson; SONGLEADERS-Janette Reeves, Brenda Wichmann
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Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound.” Words: Public Domain. “Behold Our
Light: Music for Evening Worship.” Words and music: Aaron David Miller, ©2013 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Reprinted with permission under ONE
LICENSE #A-710913. All rights reserved. “Softly and Tenderly.” Words: Public Domain. “Come Unto Me.” Words: Ann Weems….not sure about copyright.
Maybe check with Pastor Vern. Livestreaming License: Christian Copyright Solutions WORSHIPcast License #11147.. Livestreaming License: Christian
Copyright Solutions WORSHIPcast License #11147.

GIVING TO ZUMBRO

Make a contribution in any of these ways:
1. Go to zumbrolutheran.org/give
2. Mail a check to Zumbro Lutheran Church
3. Text “ZUMBRO” TO 73256 and follow the link
4. Scan QR code at right and follow the prompts.
Our journey of faith leads us to build bridges of understanding and peace
to reach out with compassion, and to share the hope of Jesus.
(507) 288-2649 | www.zumbrolutheran.org • 624 Third Ave. SW | Rochester, MN 55902
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